| Fixing signs, lights &
CCTV to bulldings

Signing, lighting and CCTYV play an integral role within
our streets and are there to improve legibility and safety
for all road users.When designing these elements into
the street it is best to take a ‘Less Is More’ approach,
even in streets that are not in any specially designated
environment, though this is particularly important
when locating these features in more sensitive areas.
Over use of poles and columns can overwhelm and
devalue a street scene which may be known for its
architecture and character.

Some of the infrastructure can be attached to walls
and buildings, to minimise unnecessary street clutter

and add to the overall quality of the street environment.
However some caution is needed when taking this
approach, so as not to detract from the historic built
form.To install a sign, light or CCTV onto a building
it will be necessary to obtain a ‘Wayleave’ from

each landowner and tenant. This can be a lengthy
process which contains some costs for consultation
and negotiations between the solicitors of the
parties involved. However it can be worthwhile, as
the final result can have a huge visual benefit for the
historic environment.

General Advice

I 'When deciding on a column’s location it is important
to consider its context and the effect it might have on its
immediate surroundings. Can it be combined with another
sign or light close by? Is it in close proximity to a sensitive
location? How does it affect the views and character

of the street environment?! Will it cause an obstruction

for disabled people in any way!? Any proposals made

are best considered as part of an integrated public
realm/lighting strategy, preferably including the presentation
of street frontages.

2 Planning permission is not required when a sign, light or
CCTV is located on or over highway land. If the location
of the work is not over public highway (for example, on
off-street car parks) then planning approval is required.
Advice from the local authority planning department
should be sought on the application process.

3 When installing equipment onto private buildings or
walls, ‘Wayleave' consent is needed from the land owner
and tenant before any work can commence. If the building
or wall is listed then ‘Listed Building Consent’ should be
sought from the local authority planning department before
any work can commence.You will need to consult with
the local authority planning department on the process of
the application. Even if the property involved is not listed,
English Heritage may be interested in the overall scheme.
Guidance should be sought from the local authority
planning department on the process. It is important to
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note that there is an implicit duty of care within
conservation areas.

4 Proposal drawings of the finished scheme are needed
when applying for permission. An illustration showing

a final view of the building with the attached sign or
luminaire may be useful if the area is particularly sensitive
and will inform those making the decision of the likely
impact it will have on its surroundings.

5 For additional information and advice regarding traffic
calming refer to Section 5 Traffic Management, in all
English Heritage's ‘Streets for All' regional guidance.

Procedures

I Check if the street is in an area of historic interest or
in or adjacent to a conservation area. Check the local
authority planning department for locations in the street
of any locally or nationally listed buildings.

2 Investigate if there is a historic area grant scheme or
project such as a Townscape Heritage Initiative (THI)
already in place as funding assistance might be available
for special measures.

3 After undertaking a full site investigation and existing
condition survey, prepare initial outline proposals which
indicate the ideal locations for signs, lighting & CCTV.

A schedule of properties, landowners and works for
wayleaves should be prepared at this time.
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4 Before developing detailed proposals it is essential to
consult with all interested parties. These can include land
owners and tenants, local stakeholders, English Heritage,
civic societies, local authority conservation and design
officers, street lighting engineers, local authority asset
managers and local access officers or disability groups.

5 If necessary, appoint Highway Authority solicitors to
prepare and send off the Wayleave Application to the
Secretary of State for approval. Landowners should

be notified of this application at the time. It is important
to note that land owners may use solicitors or
professional wayleave advisors to negotiate on their
behalf to obtain compensation payments. Their fees
would normally be reimbursable.

6 Apply for any Listed Building Consent, if needed, to the
Local Planning Authority. This is needed for any alteration
or extension to a building of special architectural or
historic interest that may affect its character.

Relevant Documentation and Legislation

* Application to the Secretary of State for Trade and
Industry for the Grant of a Necessary Electricity
Wayleave in England & Wales — Guidance for
Applicants and Landowners and/or Occupiers —
www.berr.gov.uk/files/file23024.pdf

* Town & Country Planning Act 1990

* Planning (Listed Building and Conservation Areas)
Act 1990

* Section 3 — Street Furniture in all regional Streets for
All guidance documents produced by English Heritage.

e Manual for Historic Streets
English Historic Towns Forum, May 2008

 Traffic Management and Streetscape LTN 1/08
Department for Transport, March 2008

Supporting Case Study
Hemel Hempstead

Hemel Hempstead's Conservation Area offers an example
of successful implementation of fixing lights and CCTV
equipment to buildings. Hemel Hempstead Old Town is
located adjacent to the new town area, comprising a
significant church with associated car parks, small town
public square and several listed buildings. Over a period of
time the area had suffered from the closure of a number
of shops and business premises as well as issues of crime
within the church and public car park area. Funded by the
Dacorum Borough Council, the aim of the scheme was
to develop a lighting and CCTV strategy as part of the
enhancement and re-development of the old town

area. The narrow width of the highway (both road and
footways) and the presence of some cellars meant it

was felt necessary to install new lighting on the buildings.
The main objectives included the following: aesthetically
pleasing lighting columns and lanterns; lighting fixed to
buildings where reasonably possible; lighting levels that
would ensure good coverage and picture quality for

any new CCTV with lighting levels in accordance with
British Standards; and a reduction in the crime problems
within the St Mary's church car park, which is linked

to the church and also serves the shops and residents

in the evening.

Discussions with Dacorum’s conservation officer; its
planners and English Heritage took place to establish
consensus on design, size and cable rooting for the
luminaires. Drawings were produced of each location to
detalil all the components and illustrate the final effect of
lighting fixed on buildings. Careful attention was given to
co-ordinating the fixed luminaires with CCTV to ensure
complementary design and appropriate functioning of
all equipment. The car park lighting was provided by
luminaires on columns, while the CCTV was designed
to complement the decorative lighting and listed
buildings in the area.

The overall impact of the implemented scheme has been
positive including:

* Improved levels of lighting and clear CCTV coverage
* Improved street scene

* In general the residents' comments have been
favourable following completion, however there
has been some mixed feedback

* A reduction in property vacancies along the High
Street with the opening of several new bars and cafés

* Ensured all existing businesses can be maintained

* A reduction in the crime rate in St Marys' church
car park



O | Lighting style changes to
reflect local building styles and the
historic lighting column within this
area of the street

02 Simple lighting adds to the
street scene

03 New CCTV has been designed
so that it is mounted on buildings and
minimises visual clutter

04 Simple lighting design installed
onto local buildings has helped to
improve safety and minimise street
clutter within overall town centre
enhancement works






